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We live in interesting times. Interesting, because there are now many different interpretations
of the dance music we play. During the last hundred years, since Cecil Sharp was inspired by his
meeting with Morris dancer and musician William Kimber, traditional English music has been
defined in many ways by different people. Living traditions have been revitalised, showing a
respect for the craft of many local musicians. Dances published since the 17th century by John
Playford and many others have been researched and reinterpreted, and dances have been
reinvented for people rich in leisure time.
What definition of traditional music is offered here? On this recording there is both village
music, and music for people with a house in the town as well as the country. Some of these
tunes were born here in England. Others have had Englishness thrust upon them. We can offer
a broader selection ofinteresting times by taking a wider definition of the English tradition. The
range of rhythms, as well as figures, to be found in the English repertoire is quite astonishing,
and in some settings this variety is in danger of being lost. We hope you will discover something
that will surprise you on this album.
For us these tunes are still useful as well as beautiful, some 350 years after the oldest was first
published, because they were written for what Tom Flett described as "boy meets girl" dancing.
We have aimed to make them accessible whatever your age and expertise. As a dance band we
take English tunes and pummel them around as a baker kneads dough, in a fresh arrangement
crafted for the dancers in the room. There are no orchestral arrangements, but instead there's
plenty of improvisation to keep this old music fresh. Traditional dance music is all about
participation and not just consumption, and you too can play these tunes or dance these dances.
Make a start with cutlery from the kitchen if you like... You can find the basic music and
pointers to notes for the dances by visiting us at www.MomentumBand.co.uk. If you dance
rather than play, why not ask us to play live for you?
Black and grey . Cecil Sharp used this tune from John Playford's The Dancing Master
i8 (1686) for his interpretation (1916) of the dance A trip to Kilburn , although it has a
dance of its own as well.
The Dorset Triumph . A tune from the Spencer manuscript (1831) popularised in
“2 EFDSSCommunity Dance Manual 5 (1957). So is this dance for the aristocrats or the
villagers? Listen and decide for yourself.
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De'il take the warr . A dance from a collection by John Young (1721), recently revived
by Andrew Shaw in The She Favourite (2002).
The King of Spain / Off she goes / Leaping Jack (John Kirkpatrick). Three jigs, a
4 ancient and modern (1820, 1785, 1988). The first is a version ofEl Himno de Riego, a b
Spanish republican national anthem. Watch out for the crooked version of Off she
goed We got it from Flos Headford.
Mad Moll . From Playford's The Dancing Master (1698, by which time John Playford's
=N son Henry had taken over as the editor). It also appears in Irish collections, sometimes
called Peacockfollow the hen or Cuddle me Cuddy.
A wviss Thompson's hornpipe (Errington Thompson). A pipe tune from c1850.
74| Wild boy . Possibly from a harp tune collection by Edward Bunting (1781), although
that may be a different tune with the same name.
The serpent with corners (Thomas Bending). Thomas set out to write a rapper
sword jig, but got this instead (1999). The title's an obscure reference to Lewis Carroll's
A Tangled Tale (1880).
El A trip to the Jubilee . Another dance from Playford's The Dancing Master (1698).
The recruiting  officer / Quick step in the Battle of Prague / Dr Fauster's
i tumblers . Two dances from The Dancing Master (1710, 1726), sandwiching a tune
(1796) played by David Surette on hisNorthern Roots album (2005).
ikl Michael Turner's waltz . Originally by Mozart (1788), the name comes from its
appearance in a collection of tunes played by Sussex fiddler Michael Turner (c1850).
La Schottische . The domestic guideEnquire within upon everything (1884) says that
i¥] "The time may be stated as precisely the same as in the polka, but let it not be forgotten
that La Schottische ought to be dancedmuch slower". Well, we do play it a bit slower...
La Partida . A Venezuelan song used by Spanish composer Fermin Alvarez (1833 -
1898). Caruso recorded it too (1913).
] Whimbleton  House . Yet another dance from Playford's The Dancing Master (1701).
We think the A music should be two bars of 5/2.
i1y Mr Cosgill's delight . A final dance from The Dancing Master (1728, by which time
John Young was the editor), although at a rather more modern speed.
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E 1. Black and grey 7x32b  2/2 4:02 E
% 2. The Dorset Triumph 4x32b 4/4 2:36 5
N 3. De'il take the warr 3x32b 2/2 5:28 | g
i 4. The King of Spain / Off she 9x32b 6/8 5:17 =
goes / Leaping Jack § 3
5. Mad Moll 9x16b 9/8 3:42
6. Miss Thompson's hornpipe 2x32b 4/4 1:57 A
7. Wild boy 5x32b 3/4 4:20 5
8. The serpent with corners 3x32b 6/8 1:32 —_— I
9. A trip to the Jubilee 7x16b 9/8 3:43 — O <
@, 10. The recruiting officer / Quick  9x32b  6/8,4/45:30 | ===< |°
g step in the Battle of Prague / ——a m
= Dr Fauster's tumblers —_— 3
o 11. Michael Turner's waltz 3x32b 3/4 2:19 — %
=] 12. La Schottische 5x32b 4/4 342 =—7
o 13. La Partida 2Y%2 x 64b 3/4 3:15 —
% 14. Whimbleton House 7x12b 5&3/2 3:45 ©

15. Mr Cosgill's delight 7x16b  2/2 3:09
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